CHAIR

BUDGET SUBCOMMITTEE#5
ON INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY/TRANSPORTATION

CAPITOL OFFICE
STATE CAPITOL
P.O. BOX 842848
SACRAMENTO, CA 242439-0042
{916) 319-2042

Assembly

FAX (916) 319-2142 COMMITTEES
BUDGET
DISTRICT OFFICE ENVIRONMENTAL SAFETY AND
9200 W. SUNSET BLVD., PH. #15 ToXIC RATERIALS
WEST HOLLYWOOD, CA 90069 P o
(310) 285-5490 REVENUE AND TAXATION

(818) B02-0521

FAX (310) 285-548% ASSEMBLYMEMBER, FORTY-SECOND DISTRICT

“All the News
That's Fit to Print”

e

i
I;

VOL.CLVII ... No. 54,106 2007 The M York Tires

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 23, 2007

Getting Away With Murder

Here is a particularly woeful crime statistic from the
Federal Bureau of Investigation: nationwide, nearly 40
percent of all homicides go unsolved each year. In Cali-
fornia, the percentage of unsolved homicides is even
higher, but a groundbrezking measure signed into law
earlier this month by the state’s Republican governor,
Arnold Schwarzenegger, offers a realistic hope for bring-
ing more murderers, gang members and ofher armed
criminals to justice,

Under the new measure — the Crime Gun Identifi-
cation Act — manufacturers of semiantomatic weapons
will have to equip new guns sold in California starting in
2010 with inexpensive technology known as microstamp-
ing_ This nrocess involves using lasers o craate micro-
scopic markings that record the make, model and serial
number of 2 semiautomatic handgun onto its firing pin
and ofher internal surfaces. These markings automati-
cally transfer onto the bullet shell casing when a gun is
fired, providing a valuable lead for police investigators
when, s commenly happens, casings {rom the shooter’s
weapen are found at a crime scene,

The new law, like any other single attempt to get
America’s handgun ¢risis under control, is not a pana-

cea, It will not help solve viclent crimes committed with
old weapons or with revolvers of any vintage, Gun cas-
ings are not always found af a crime Scene, of course.

But & huge number of gun crimes are committed
with the sort of semiaiiomatic handguns the law covers.
Each new tool Iike this that is handed to law enforcement
increases the chances of solving crimes: each tool de-
nied them, like access to gun-sale records in other states,
reduces those chances. This law’s value 1o law enforce-
ment should grow over time as oider guns are replaced
by new ones equipped with microsiamping. Meanwhile,
it represents no inconvenience at all to law-abiding
gun owners, and oniy & minor increase in the price of a
Weapoil.

In signing the bill, Mr. Schwarzensgger stood up to
united opposition {rom Republican state legislators and
intense lobbying from the National Rifle Association to
protect public safety, California has set a laudable exam-
ple for ofher states, and for Congress. Two Democrats,
Representative Xavier Becerra of California and Senator
Edward Kennedy of Massachusetis, are presently pre-
paring federal legislation to make microstamping 2 ne-
tionwide requirement, nwich as it shonld bz,
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